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In her artistic practice, Ella Littwitz concerns herself with archaeology, 
history, botany, culture and politics. The critical examination of national 
and political identity as well as the construction of historical and psycho-
logical boundaries are at the center of her works, which are often preceded by 
research. With frequent reference to her homeland Israel, Ella Littwitz uses 
relics, archaeological names, existing narratives, political symbolism and 
other historical and anthropological ciphers to develop her works of art. In 
the Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen, Littwitz focuses on territorialization: her in-
stallations, sculptures, drawings, and embroideries tell of claimed and con-
quered territory, of no-man's-land, mixed territories, and not least of border 
crossing and migration. 
 
The room-filling sculpture The Elephant in the Room (2019), with which Ella 
Littwitz presents a kind of underwater archaeology, refers to the Mediterrane-
an Sea as a crisis-ridden landscape but also as a place of longing. The huge, 
dark mass of car tires and geo-cells, which spreads like an ulcer in the exhi-
bition space, can be identified as a negative form of the Mediterranean basin 
and illuminates both its ecological and migratory dimensions.  
 
For her examination of the duality of places of longing, the artist also finds 
quieter tones, such as the sculpture The Promise (2019) newly produced for the 
exhibition. The bronze casting is based on a 3D scan of a tree stump, which is 
the remains of a tree planted by Theodor Herzl in Arza, Palestine, in 1898. 
The spiritual father of the state of Israel and the main founder of political 
Zionism planted the tree as a sign for the Jewish settlers, but this did not 
last long: in 1915 the tree was burned down. Since then, the stump – protected 
by an iron cage – has attained the status of a monument, but hardly anyone 
knows of its existence. With The Promise, the artist not only raises questions 
about the effects of Herzl's nationalist gesture and the possible meaning of 
this monument, but also critically examines the appropriation of territory – 
in this case by using plants to manipulate the landscape – which only appears 
superficially natural. 
 
Littwitz's interest in plants is also particularly directed at terminology and 
its socio-political parallels, which becomes as clear in the filigree bronze 
casting of a so-called pioneer plant that does not allow other plants beside 
it (Muşah, 2019) as in the work Uproot (2014) - an installation of botanical 
drawings that follow the list of 142 species from Dr. Michael Zohary's book 
The Weeds of Palestine and Their Control from 1941. On the basis of the fauna 
of the region, the artist shows the interweaving of botanical names and polit-
ical connotations. The illumination of unconscious ideological and repressive 
narratives in science is particularly interesting against the background of 
the complex cultural, political and civilizational crisis in the modern Middle 
East, where there is a constant struggle for meanings, appropriations and 
claims to several ‹truths›.  
 
For the installation A Moon in Ramallah is a Star in Hebron (2017), Ella 
Littwitz and a group of Arab women embroidered the floor plans of old flour 
mills from Wadi Amud in Galilee, based on the techniques of traditional Pales-
tinian embroidery and its cartographic symbolism with European influences. 
Over the years, the buildings have repeatedly changed their purpose from  



	 	 	
Palestinian flour mills to Jewish fulling mills and back again to Palestinian 
flour mills. Ella Littwitz's project rejects any notion of binary divisions 
within the hybrid and interwoven culture of Israelis and Palestinians. The  
title refers to the classification of symbols in the embroidery traditions of 
the various regions, but reads as a broader metaphor for the similarities and 
differences underlying this complex cultural melting pot. 
 
With existing works and newly produced works, the exhibition «The Promise»  
offers a comprehensive insight into the artistic practice of Ella Littwitz, 
who succeeds in dealing with universal and highly topical themes around terri-
tories, borders, identity and national thought from different perspectives.  
 
 
Ella Littwitz (*1982 in Haifa/IL) lives and works in Jaffa-Tel Aviv/IL.  
She studied at BFA, the Bezalel Academy of Arts & Design in Jerusalem/IL 
(2005-2009) and is a Laureate of the HISK in Ghent/BE (2014-2015).  
Solo exhibitions (selection): Centre d’Art la Panera, Lleida/ES (2019); MWW 
Muzeum Współczesne Wrocław/PL; Harlan Levey Projects, Brussels/BE (2018); 
Petach Tikva Museum of Art, Petach Tikva/IL; Tel Aviv University Art Gallery, 
Tel Aviv/IL; Copperfield Gallery, London/UK; Galería silvestre, Madrid/ES 
(2017); Salzburger Kunstverein/AT (2016). Group exhibitions (selection): 
Ticho House - The Israel Museum, Jerusalem/IL; The Israeli Center for Digital 
Art, Holon/IL (2019); Flatland Gallery, Houston/US; Tallinn Art Hall, Tal-
linn/EST (2018); Herzliya Museum of Contemporary Art, Herzliya/IL; Centre del 
Carme Cultura Contemporània, València/ES; CCA Tel Aviv/IL (2017); Marthe Donas 
Museum, Ittre/BE (2016).   
 
 
Events and Educational Programme:  
 
Opening 
Friday, 17 May 2019, 6 p.m. 
 
Art Lunch – Guided tour followed by lunch 
Thursday, 23 May 2019, 12 noon  
Admission: CHF 25/members CHF 22; registration at info@k9000.ch	
 
Guided Tour on Tuesday/Introduction for Teachers 
Tuesday, 28 March 2019, 6 p.m. 
 
Art Snack – Short guided tour and a snack 
Thursday, 6 June 2019, 12.30 p.m. 
Admission: CHF 10/members CHF 7; no registration required 
 
Guided Tour on Sunday 
Sunday, 4 August 2019, 3 p.m. 
 
Workshops for School Classes 
On 4 June, 11 June, 18 June und 4 July 2019 we are offering workshops.  
See www.k9000.ch (Art Education/Workshops for School Classes) 
 
 
High-resolution images can be found in the press kit on our website  
under Information/Press. For further questions please contact Maren Brauner 
(brauner@k9000.ch). 
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Opening times:  
Tues to Fri 12 – 6 p.m. 
Sat & Sun 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 


